
 

 

 

 
Announcement 

Volunteer for the project: Seamounts of the Galapagos Marine Reserve 

 
Application deadline: 28th of September, 2018 

Starting date: 15th of October, 2018 

Duration: 3 months (minimum)  
 
 
Introduction 
The Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF) is looking for a volunteer with a marine science background to join 
the Marine Biology Department at the Charles Darwin Research Station (CDRS) in Puerto Ayora, Santa 
Cruz. The selected candidate will assist the Seamounts Research Project of the Galapagos Marine Reserve, 
which is dedicated to characterizing the biodiversity, habitats and ecology of seamount and other deep-sea 
ecosystems. The project recently received a grant to undertake a baseline study on the shallow seamount 
habitats via the use of a remotely operated vehicle to undertake stereo-video transects. The selected candi-
date will mainly support the planning and execution of the field work, data collection and data analysis of this 
project. Additionally, they will have the opportunity to assist other activities and outreach events part of the 
Seamount Research Project.  
 
We are looking for someone who has some experience and a strong interest in deep-sea/mesophotic/benthic 
ecology and taxonomy, and is tech-savvy, as this project will be employing cutting edge technology to ex-
plore these uncharted seamounts. The ideal candidate works well in a team, but also independently, is curi-
ous and motivated, is not afraid to ask questions, and takes initiative to trouble shoot problems. This is a 
unique opportunity to be part of innovative instigations that seeks to characterize the mesophotic and deep-
sea communities on unexplored seamounts in the Galapagos Marine Reserve. Moreover, the volunteer will 
have the opportunity to work with a team of international scientists and experience life on an island commu-
nity inside one of the most unique marine reserves. 

 
 
Required profile 
 

 BSc in marine biology or related field. Graduate degree is an asset. 

 Knowledge and experience in taxonomy of marine organisms, experience with deep-sea/mesophotic 
fauna is an advantage.  

 Experience in stereo-video analysis is desirable. 

 Advanced knowledge of Microsoft Office, especially using Excel, as well as statistical software such 
as R, for handling of large databases. 

 Advanced fluency in Spanish is a key asset, the ideal candidate will to able to communicate both in 
writing and orally in both English and Spanish as we are a bilingual institution.   

 Proactive team player, able to integrate into a multidisciplinary team in an isolated environment and 
able to work a busy office. 

 Ability to take initiative and manage time to complete delegated tasks efficiently with minimal super-
vision 



 

 

 

Responsibilities 
 

 Assist in developing methodologies for analyzing images and video transects that were recorded 
across numerous seamounts in the GMR. 

 Analyze images and videos transects which will involve the identification of fish, macro invertebrates 
and habitats 

 Provide logistical support for fieldwork activities and maintenance field gear. 

 Partake in field trips and data collection using and ROV 

 Assist in data analysis, writing scientific publications and technical/donor reports, and developing 
communication and outreach. 

 Support other marine research activities of the department as required by the project coordinator. 

 
Terms 
 
The Volunteer reports directly to the project coordinator and the project scientist. The successful candidate 
will be based at the Charles Darwin Foundation Research Station (CDFRS) on Santa Cruz Island in the 
Galapagos, Ecuador. A volunteer assignment with CDF does not imply a continuing relationship with the 
volunteer beyond the expected duration of the assignment. The CDF will provide the equipment and mate-
rials needed for the project.  
 
The volunteer is expected to work a minimum of 40 hours per week, from 7:30 - 12:00 and 13:30 – 17:00. 
Due to project activities, such as fieldtrips, this schedule may change. Vacation and/or additional time away 
from the CDFRS may be requested in advance by the volunteer but will be subject to the approval of the 
project coordinator. 
The volunteer is responsible for their own travel costs to and from the Galapagos Islands and room and 
lodging costs during their stay. Accommodation in the CDF campus dorms can be arranged if available. The 
volunteer must provide their own accident, dive and life insurance coverage for travel to and from Galapagos 
and for the duration of their assignment in the Islands. 
If the period of participation is for less than 180 days, the volunteer will enter Ecuador on a tourist visa issued 
at his or her arrival to Ecuador. If his or her participation is for a period over 180 days, the CDF will request 
the appropriate visa once the volunteer is here, however, prior to the trip, the volunteer must complete the 
requirements in his or her country of residency. The CDF will not process a visa in excess of the expected 
duration of the assignment. Additionally, Galapagos has a special law that requires the appropriate immigra-
tion status; the CDF implements this process. 
 
 
How to apply? 

 
People interested in this position will send their application form and accompanying documents in a single 
PDF file with your name to the following e-mail vol@fcdarwin.org.ec.   
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