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  Recognizing the need to protect the fragile ecosystem of Galapagos, the Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF) was established in 1959 by a group of passionate scientists, researchers and conservationists as an international non-profit organization.
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A longstanding partnership with Ecuador

The Charles Darwin Foundation carries out its mission with the endorsement of an Agreement with the Ecuadorian State since 1964 that was renewed on July 29, 2016 for an additional 25 years. The new agreement ratifies the importance of the unique alliance between the Ecuadorian Government and the Charles Darwin Foundation for the conservation of the Galapagos Islands.
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The mission of the Charles Darwin Foundation and its Research Station is to tackle the greatest threats and challenges to Galapagos through scientific research and conservation action, in order to safeguard one of the worldâ€™s most important natural treasures.




    
  

  
    
      


  
Our vision

Our vision is to champion the Galapagos Islands as a global model for conservation, inspiring sustainable practices and inspiring generations to protect our planet's natural wonders.
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  The Charles Darwin Research Station (CDRS) is the scientific research campus of CDF, the largest and oldest science and conservation organization in Galapagos.
For over 60 years, CDRS has generated groundbreaking discoveries and effective conservation actions focused on protecting the unique biodiversity of the archipelago.
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